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JOHN ALBERT 


"THE PSYCHOLOGY OF EAST-WEST TRADE" BY ZYGMUNT NAGORSKI 


ANNCR: THE VOICE OF AMERICA SRINGS YOU ANOTHER IN THE WEEKLY SERIES 
«+e FROM THE BOOKSHELF ..2. A SERIES IN WHICH WE REPORT ON 
BOOKS AMERICANS ARE READIIIG. TODAY, JOHN ALBERT'S REPORT ON 


"THE PSYCHOLOGY OF EAST-"'EST TRADE" BY ZYGMUNT NAGORSKI, 
PUBLISHED RY MASON & LIPSCOMF. HERE IS BOOK EDITOR -------- . 


EDITOR: THE AUTHOR IS AI EAST-WEST SCHOLAR ASSOCIATED WITH THE 

COUNCIL ON FOREIGH RELATIONS IN NEW YORK, HE SUBTITLES HIS 

BOOK: "ILLUSIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES," WE VIEWS AS ILLUSORY 
NOTIONS THAT TRADE IS THE WAY TO HARMONY BETWEEN EAST AND 
WEST, THAT TRADE WILL GROW AND FLOURISH, LEADING AUTOMATICALL' 
TO FURTHER REDUCTIONS IN SOVIET-WESTERN TENSIONS. TRADE OR 
NO TRADE, MISTER NAGORSKI BELIEVES THAT EASTERN EUROPE IS AND 
WILL MOST LIKELY REMAIN WITHIN THE SOVIET SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, 
NEVERTHELESS, HE ALSO SEES IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITIES IN 
FOSTERING ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN EAST AND WEST, THE 
EAST IS EVOLVING, HE SAYS, AND IS ADAPTING ITSELF TO NEW 


CIRCUMSTANCES. 


THIS EVOLUTION MAY NOT BE ENOUGH TO TRANSFORM THE COMMUNIST 
POLITICAL SYSTEM, MISTER NAGORSKI SUGGESTS, BUT HE DOES 
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT SOCIAL AND POLITICAL REFORMS HAVE ALREADY 
OCCURRED WHICH NODICATE A LESSENING OF RIGIDITY. IN HUNGARY, 
FOR EXAMPLE, CONSUMER-ORIENTED INDUSTRIES HAVE SPRUNG UP, 


THERE IS A NOTICEABLY FREER MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND GOODS, 


=O) 


FROM THE BOOKSHELF 4167 PAGE 2 


RESULTING IN NEW IDEAS AND A_NEW PUBLIC AWARENESS, /"ASIDE 


FROM THE ISSUES OF DEFENSES AND FOREIGN POLICY," THE AUTHOR 
POINTS OUT, "THE HUNGARIANS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DEVELOP A LARGE 
DEGREE OF INTERNAL FLEXIBILITY WITHOUT FORGETTING THE LIMITS 
OF THE NEW WORLD ORDER,.'' FOR THE WEST THIS CREATES THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME INVOLVED IN HUNGARIAN ECONOMIC REFORMS 
-~- NOT IN ORDER TO CHANGE THE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY, BUT 


PERHAPS TO LOOSE! THE RIGIDITY OF INSTITUTIONS, PERMITTING 


MORE FREEDOM FOR THE PEOPLE / 


MISTER NAGORSKI IS AWARE OF THE DIFFERENT DEVELOPMENTS IN 
POLAND, WHICH ARE ROOTED IN THE SPECIAL CLIMATE OF THE POLISH- 
SOVIET RELATIONSHIP, BUT HE FEELS IT IS FAIR TO SAY THAT THE 


POLES, IN A DIFFERENT WAY, ARE TRYING TO FOLLOW THE ROAD OF 


THE HUNGARIANS. 


IN ROMANIA, HOWEVER, IT IS A DIFFERENT STORY. THE AUTHOR 
SEES LITTLE CORRELATION BETVIEEN ROMANIA'S LIBERALIZED, RATHER 
AGGRESSIVE, FOREIGN ECONOMIC POLICY AND ITS DOMESTIC 
SITUATION. WHILE IN HUNGARY AND POLAND, THE ECONOMIC REFORM 
HAS CUT DEEPLY INTO THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE, ROMANIA HAS SHIED 
AWAY FROM INTERNAL REFORMS WHICH COULD ANNOY THE SOVIET UNION 
AND WHILE THE SOVIET UNION DOES NOT ALWAYS LOOK APPROVINGLY 


ON THE ROMANIAN EXPERIMENTS WITH INDEPENDENCE, IT NEVERTHELES: 


TOLERATES ROMANIA'S MORE LIBERAL INTERNATIONAL POLICY,/MISTER 


NAGORSKI POINTS OUT THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS MORE CONCERNED 
WITH TOO MUCH DOMESTIC ECCNOMIC REFORM. THIS WAS ILLUSTRATED 


BY ITS INTERVENTION IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA WHERE THE 1968 DUBCEK 


EDITOR: 
CCONT'D) 
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RISING DID NOT LAY GREAT STRESS ON AN INDEPENDENT FOREIGN 


POLICY. / 


AS FOR THE SOVIET UNION ITSELF, THE AUTHOR ASKS THE BASIC 
QUESTION: CAN A MARXIST SOCIETY LIVE SIDE BY SIDE WITH A 
GENUINE ECONOMIC REFORM MOVEMENT WHICH PERMITS CO-EXISTENCE 
WITH A MARKET-ORIENTED ECONOMY? HIS CONCLUSION IS THAT THE 
WHOLE IDEA OF A TRU MARKET-ORIENTED REFORM IS UNACCEPTABLE 
TO THE SOVIETS, BECAUSE THEY ARE AFRIAD IT MAY VERY WELL LEAD 
TO THE TYPE OF INTERNAL LIBERALIZATION THAT WAS DEVELOPING 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN 1968, THEREFORE, IN THE SOVIET UNION, 
REFORMS CAN ONLY BE OF A LIMITED NATURE, NOT MEANINGFUL ENOUGH 
TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE, NOT DARING ENOUGH TO GE DANGEROUS. 

BUT THIS DOES NOT EXCLUDE ANOTHER APPROACH WHICH ALSO CAN 
LEAD TO SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CHANGES, THE POLICY OF IMPORTING 
TECHNOLOGY. "FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE WEST,' MISTER 
NAGORSKI ARGUES, "THIS A CRUCIAL CHANGE, ONE WHICH OPENS 


POTENTIAL TRADE GATES \HIIOFR AND HIGHER," 


THE BASIC ASSUMPTION OF MISTER NAGORSKI'S BOOK IS THAT SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY HAVE DONE MORE TO BRING RUEesANS AND AMERICANS 


TO THE CONFERENCE TABLE THAN ANY7tENG ELSE. "SCIENCE AND 


DESTRUCTIVENESS THAT NOTHING BUT A DEATH WISH COULD JUSTIFY 
THEIR USE. $0 THERE HAVE BEEN NEGOTIATIONS. SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY CREATED THE NEW, YNEXPLORED AREAS FOR THE 
BETTERMEN1 OF HUMAN LIFE. $0 AGAIN, THERE WERE NEGOTIATIONS," 


MISTER NAGORSKI HOLDS THAT THE ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN 


EDITOR: 
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THE TWO IDEOLOGICAL ADVERSARIES HAS, IN A WAY, BEEN FORCED 
ON THEM BY CHAINS OF EVE::7S THEY COULD NEITHER CONTROL NOR 


PREDICT, 


MISTER NAGORSKI HAS SOME INTERESTING THINGS TO SAY ABOUT THE 
WARNING OF ANDREI SAKHAROV, THE SOVIET PHYSICIST AND DISSIDEN 
AGAINST WESTERN HELP FOR THE CLOSED, REPRESSIVE SOVIET 
SOCIETY. SAKHAROV URGES A POLICY THAT \IOULD EXCHANGE WESTERN 
TECHNOLOGY FOR SOVIET HUMANITARIAN AND POLITICAL REFORMS. 
SAKHAROV WARNS AGAINST THE TENDENCY OF SOVIET LEADERS TO PLOL 
ACQUIRED KNOWLEDGE INTO THE EXISTING SYSTEM, TO SAKHAROV, 
THE ACCUMULATION OF MILITARY STRENGTH FOR OUTSIDE USE, AND 
POLICE FORCE FOR DOMESTIC USE, ARE THE TwO MAIN GOALS OF 

THE SOVIET REGIME. WESTERN POWFRS THAT ENTER INTO A CLOSER 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SOVIET UNION, HE SAYS, MUST KEEP THIS 
IN MIND, THE LEVERAGE OF THE WESTERN POWERS IN PRESSING FOR 
SOCIAL REFORMS HE BELIEVES, IS GREATER THAN THEY KNOW OR 


SUSPECT, AND IT SHOULD BE USED, 


MISTER NAGORSKI ALSO APPROVES OF THE WORDS OF ANOTHER 


COMMUNIST DISSENTER -- MILOVAN DJILAS, "THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGE IN EASTERN EUROPE,' HE QUOTES THE YUGOSLAV WRITER AS 
SAYING, "IS THE DISSOLUTION OF TOTALITARIANISM, THAT IS, THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL DIFFERENTIATION AND THE GRADUAL 
TRANSITION TO THE MARKET ECONOMY. DEMOCRACY IS NOT ON THE 


HORIZON, BUT NEITHER CAN THE WITHERING AWAY OF TOTALITARIANIS 


BE HALTED," / 


EDITOR: 
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EASTERN EUROPEAN AND SOVIET LEADERS ARE CONSCIOUS OF THE 
THREAT TO THEIR PO'ER POSED BY EXPANDED WESTERN CONTACTS, 
PRINCIPALLY IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMICS, EAST EUROPEAN LEADERS 
HAVE INCREASED THEIR IDEOLOGICAL VIGILANCE. THEIR LONG-TERM 
GOAL IS TO IMMUNIZE THE YOU'GER GENERATION AGAINST FOREIGN 


INFLUENCES, 


MISTER NAGORSKI ALSO SEES A FAIR AMOUNT OF WESTERN SKEPTICISM 
ABOUT TRADE WITH THE EAST, BOTH IN ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
TERMS, SKEPTICS SUGGEST THAT EXPANDED TRADE, GIVING ACCESS 
TO WESTER!’ CAPITAL AND TECHNOLOGY, IS BOUI'D TO BE USED TO 


STRENGTHEN IDEOLOGICAL ADVTRSARIES. 


NAGORSKI WRITES THAT FOR THE SOVIET UNION TRADE IS NOT A WAY 
TO EARN A BETTER LIVING BUT RATHER A TOOL IN THE ARSFNAL OF 
SOCIALIST WEAPONS, TO BE USED WHENEVER IT IS NEEDED, THAT 


USE CAN BE COMMERCIAL, ECONOMIC, OR POLITICAL. 


STILL, MISTER NAGORSKI SEES THE TWO GIAHTS AT PRESENT FACING 
EACH OTHER IN A MOOD OF BETTER UNDERSTANDING BECAUSE, AS HE 
SAYS, "THEIR OWN CREATIVE GENIUS MAKES IT A POLITICAL MUST, 
THE ISSUE OF POLITICAL SURVIVAL," HE CONCLUDES, "HAS BEEN 


LIWKED, THANKS TO SCIENCE, WITH THE ISSUE OF INTERDEPENDENCE, : 


YOU HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO THE VOICE OF AMERICA WEEKLY 
PROGRAM, FROM THE BOOKSHELF, IN WHICH WE REPORT ON BOOKS 
AMERICANS ARE READING, TODAY'S SELECTION WAS ''THE PSYCHOLOGY 
OF EAST-WEST TRADE" RY _7YSIIJNT NAGORSKI. JOIN US AGAIN NEXT 
WEEK ... CAT THIS TIME) FOR ANOTHER SELECTION FROM THE 


BOOKSHELE.:. “THIS 15' secuscesese cde see : 


un TAY 


